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Secrets of Diagnostic Reasoning
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Seasoned physicians make a diagnosis with using two cognitive systems, that is intuition and abduction.
These systems work complementary rather than oppositive. The abductive reasoning is the rule of right
in making a medical diagnosis since everybody can learn logically. But it is often bothersome for a reason
of consuming thinking energy and time. The diagnosis by intuition is ease, speedy, and correct if used
by skilled physician, but it is vulnerable to cognitive biases. Physician should be able to use intuition for
majority of cases and use abductive reasoning for remaining difficult and complex cases. It is difficult
to train intuition directly because it works on a subliminal level. There are, however, some methods for
cultivating it indirectly. In this session, I will give a lecture on merit and demerit of intuition, pitfalls of

intuitional diagnosis, and methods for cultivating intuition.
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